
Stronger than the Wind: Building Better, Being Resilient
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FORTIFIED Home

National Hurricane Conference
April 20, 2017

Alex Cary



IBHS Mission
To conduct objective, scientific research to identify 

and promote effective actions that strengthen homes, 
businesses and communities against natural disasters 

and other causes of loss.
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The Challenges for Resilience…



What is FORTIFIED?

https://player.vimeo.com/video/112705020



What is FORTIFIED?

Location and Design Wind Speed are key determining factors in deciding which standard(s) apply.  

Roof and Attic Ventilation 
System

Gables, Porches, Carports 
and Chimneys

Garage Doors and 
Structure (CLP)

Roof System*
*Class 3 or 4 Impact Rating for HWH

Openings, Gables 
and Attached Structures

Structure (Continuous 
Load Path) and Chimney

Hurricane High Wind/High Wind & Hail



Why FORTIFIED?

Consistent 

Definable

Verifiable

Systems Based



FORTIFIED Risk Map



Which home would you want?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMOgmDfVR_I



Which home would you want to….

Live in…

Live next to …

Sell or Buy …

Insure …



Sealed Roof Deck Demonstration



Sealed Roof Deck Demonstration



Reduce Stress
“Repairs and/or reconstruction can be a long haul, and 
a challenging process to endure, so reducing the stress 

of your temporary living situation is critical. 

If a family of 4 or 5 is crammed into a 2 bedroom 
apartment for 18 months when they are accustomed to 
living in a 5 bedroom home, that's an important factor to 

consider.” 

—JM, 2007 Witch Creek Fire Survivor



What would it be worth to you?

5/18/1722



Why FORTIFIED?

R)Insurance Institute for Business & Home SafetyR)Insurance Institute for Business & Home SafetyR)Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety
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Traditional FORTIFIED

Focus: Life safety with 
limited property 
protection 

In Design Level Event: 
Building survives well 
enough to save lives

Focus: Life safety plus 
hazard-specific property 
protection
In Design Level Event: 
Building survives event 
and will quickly be re-
useable

FORTIFIED vs. Traditional Construction



Narrowing the Path, Reducing Damage



FORTIFIED Home™ Impacts Resale Values

“Results show that switching 
from a conventional 
construction standard to a 
Fortified designation 
increases the value of a 
home by nearly 7% holding 
all other variables constant.”

http://aciir.culverhouse.ua.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/FORTIFIEDReport_V2-2.pdf



There was almost 
a million dollars of 

damage in this 
area during this 

event last spring, 
and we had zero 

damage. 

Howard S.

FORTIFIED Homeowner



FORTIFIED Testimonials
You’re paying an 
extra percentage 

to protect your 
software, your 
computer, your 

car... why not do 
it with your 

home?

Maureen F.
Homeowner

Building a 
home that’s 
FORTIFIED 
raises the 
standard 

throughout 
the entire 

community.

Mike H.
FORTIFIED Contractor



Learn More
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Questions?
Alex Cary 

Manager, FORTIFIED Coastal Programs
Insurance Institute for Business & Home Safety

acary@ibhs.org

813-352-1875
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U.S Insured Catastrophe Losses by Cause, 1995-2014
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That’s $1,036,800 total potential C&D debris cost 
Anywhere, USA could owe $259,200 *FEMA 75/25
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86,100 CY = ~144, 2,000 sq/ft homes 
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